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SUB J : PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT ON BOMBING IN CAMBODIA 

1. FOLLOWING PRESIDENT' S STATEMENT ON AUGUST 15 BOMBING 
CUTOFF: BEGIN QTE: I HAVE TODAY SIGNED H. R. 9055, THE 
SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 1973, AND 
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H. J. RES. 636, THE CONTINUING JOINT RESOLUTION.. 

2. LAST WEEK I WAS COMPELLED TO VETO THE ORIGINAL SUPPLE- 
MENTAL BILL BECAUSE OF MY GRAVE CONCERN THAT ENACTMENT OF 
THE RIDER THEN ATTACHED TO IT, CALLING FOR AN IMMEDIATE 
HALT TO ALL AIR ACTIVITY OVER CAMBODIA, WOULD HAVE LED TO 

A DESTRUCTIVE SERIES OF EVENTS. AS I INDICATED THEN, SUCH 
A PRECIPITOUS STEP WOULD HAVE CRIPPLED OR DESTROYED THE 
CHANCES FOR ACHIEVING A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA. 
THE STABILITY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA WOULD HAVE BEEN 
THREATENED, AND WE WOULD HAVE SUFFERED A TRAGIC SETBACK IN 
OUR EFFORTS TO CREATE A LASTING STRUCTURE OF PEACE. 

3. THE CONCLUSION OF A RESPONSIBLE SETTLEMENT IN INDOCHINA 
HAS BEEN AND REMAINS A MATTER OF THE GREATEST URGENCY. ALL 
ALL BUT ONE OF THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THAT PEACE ARE NOW IN 
PLACE, FORGED AGAINST THE WILL OF A DETERMINED ENEMY BY 
THE SACRIFICE AND COURAGE OF COUNTLESS MEN AND WOMEN, BY 
OUR PERSEVERANCE IN PROTRACTED NEGOTIATIONS, AND BY THE 
EFFECTIVENESS AND THE DETERRENT OF AMERICAN MILITARY POWER. 
THE LAST REMAINING ELEMENT OF THE PEACE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

IS A STABLE CAMBODIAN SETTLEMENT. I BELIEVE THAT SETTLE- 
MENT CAN BE SECURED SO LONG AS WE MAINTAIN REASONABLE 
FLEXIBILITY IN OUR POLICIES, AND ESSENTIAL AIR SUPPORT 
IS NOT WITHDRAWN UNILATERALLY WHILE DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE STILL UNDERWAY. 

4. A SUDDEN BOMBING HALT, HOWEVER, WOULD NOT HAVE 
BROUGHT US THE LASTING PEACE THAT WE ALL DESIRE. AS 
PRESIDENT, CHARGED BY OUR CONSTITUTION WITH RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR CONDUCTING OUR FOREIGN POLICY AND NEGOTIATING AN END 
TO OUR CONFLICTS, I WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE THE RESPONSIBLE 
ACTIONS NECESSARY TO WIN THAT PEACE. SHOULD FURTHER 
ACTIONS BE REQUIRED TO THAT END LATER THIS YEAR, I SHALT. 
REQUEST THE CONGRESS TO HELP US ACHIEVE OUR OBJECTIVE. 

END QTE. RUSH 
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